
 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 DPHS Virtual Annual Meeting and Program Wednesday, January 27 

     The Dana Point Historical Society will hold its annual meeting, along with a historical program, on 
Wednesday, January 27.  This will be a virtual event for our members, guests and interested members of 
the public.  An RSVP is required and you can follow this link to respond https://tinyurl.com/DPHS21 .  The 
2021 slate of incumbent officers and appointed board members will be sent electronically and also appear 
on page three. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. with the voting of the membership to approve the slate of 
board members and appointed directors.  Members may vote electronically via the online meeting, or may 
return the enclosed envelope with their vote and signature.  Only members in good standing may vote.  Good 
standing is defined as members whose dues have been paid within the last year.  Members may also pay 
their 2021 dues using the enclosed envelope. 

     Following the membership vote, our featured program event will include a 
presentation about Dana Point county parks by Eric  Jessen, left, a 50-year Laguna 
Beach resident and longtime board member of the Laguna Beach Historical Society.  In 
2005, Eric retired as chief of the County of Orange Harbors, Beaches and Parks 
Department. He has also served as Chairman of the Historic Advisory Board that 
performed the original survey of historic buildings in Laguna Beach, and was 
president of the South Coast Water District.  He received the Call to Service Award, 
sometimes called the Lifetime Achievement Award, from President Barack Obama in 
2015, which honors those who complete more than 4,000 hours of community service 

over the course of their lifetime. In 2008, Eric was asked to record his oral history at the Lawrence de Graaf 
Center for Oral and Public History at the University of California, Fullerton --- the largest oral history 
collection in the United States. A question and answer session will follow the presentation. 

Attendance is open to the public (please come and join our organization --- a family membership is only 
$30!).  Members who wish to nominate individuals or apply for vacant positions should contact 
Parliamentarian Joel Bishop at least two days prior to the annual membership meeting at (949) 248-8121. 
We especially seek individuals who are interested in our museum operations, where currently a vacancy 
exists in our 1st Vice President position. 

 

Richard “Dick” Dietmeier  1940-2020 
 

Longtime Society member Richard “Dick” Dietmeier died November 15, 2020, after a lengthy 
illness following a stroke. A retired Lieutenant Colonel with the Marines, he moved to the city in 
1992. Over the years he has served on the South Coast Water District Board and was involved 
with the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group, as well as many other local 
organizations. Dick was a strong supporter of the Historical Society and received the Pat Pleplar 
award from the Society in 2015, which is given each year to an individual in recognition of active 
citizenship and having made a difference in Dana Point. Dick’s life partner, Nancy Jenkins, serves 
on our board of directors.  We will miss his avid participation in many of our city’s organizations.        
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